, and in addition several different karyotypes of N. ehrenbergi were described from across the distribution area (Coşkun 2004; Coşkun et al., 2006; Sözen et al., 2006a) , only 1 chromosomal form was presented by Coşkun et al. (2012) from Mosul, Iraq.
So far G-, C-, and AgNOR-banding of different chromosomal forms of Nannospalax xanthodon and N. leucodon were achieved from Turkey by various authors (Ivanitskaya et al., 1997 (Ivanitskaya et al., , 2008 Gülkaç and Küçükdumlu, 1999; Arslan and Bölükbaş, 2010; Arslan et al., 2011a Arslan et al., , 2011b Aşan Baydemir et al., 2013; . However, only a few banded karyotypes of N. ehrenbergi were determined (Ivanitskaya et al., 1997; Gülkaç and Küçükdumlu, 1999) . The aim of the present study was to present the nucleolar organizer region (NOR) distribution of the Palestine mole rat, Nannospalax ehrenbergi, from Iraq for the first time.
Two male specimens of Nannospalax ehrenbergi from the southwest of Mosul, Iraq (36°10′N, 43°03′E and 36°08′N, 43°01′E), were karyotyped. Mitotic metaphases were obtained from the bone marrow as described by Lee and Elder (1980) . NORs were detected by the techniqueThe karyotype had 2n = 52, NF = 76, and NFa = 72. The chromosome set consisted of 11 meta-/submetacentric autosome pairs (nos. 1-11), and 14 acrocentric pairs decreasing in size (nos. 12-25). The X chromosome was a large metacentric chromosome while the Y was a small acrocentric. No secondary constriction was detected in the examined metaphase plates (Figure 1 ).
NORs were located only on 3 pairs of autosomes, at the telomeric regions of the short arms of 1 large (no. 2) and 1 small submetacentric chromosome (no. 11) pair and 1 acrocentric pair (no. 25) (Figure 2) .
Five chromosomal forms (2n = 48, 52, 54, 56, and 58) were recorded for N. ehrenbergi by various authors from southeastern Anatolia (Ivanitskaya et al., 1997; Sözen et al., 1999 Sözen et al., , 2006 Coşkun et al., 2006 Coşkun et al., , 2009 Kankılıç et al., 2007) . According to Ivanitskaya et al. (1997) , the most widely distributed chromosomal form of N. ehrenbergi is 2n = 52 and NFa = 72. Coşkun et al. (2012) stated that the chromosomal set of the Iraqi population of Nannospalax ehrenbergi was in accordance with the 2n = 52 population distributed in southeastern Anatolia.
Ag-NOR banded karyotypes of the 2n = 52 chromosomal form of N. ehrenbergi from Turkey were achieved by Ivanitskaya et al. (1997) , and Gülkaç and Küçükdumlu (1999) . Ivanitskaya et al. (1997) determined terminally located NORs in 3 pairs of biarmed autosomes whereas Gülkaç and Küçükdumlu (1999) recorded NORs in 2 pairs of large subtelocentric autosomes. In addition to the Ag-NOR banded chromosomes recorded by Ivanitskaya et al. (1997) and Gülkaç and Küçükdumlu (1999) , NORs were determined in an acrocentric pair in Iraqi specimens. As a consequence, the number of NORbearing chromosomes of N. ehrenbergi may facilitate future cytotaxonomic studies in the subfamily Spalacinae. However, molecular studies will also determine the genetic diversity of the genus Spalax in Turkey (Kankılıç et al., 2005; Kandemir et al., 2012; Kankılıç and Gürpınar, 2013) . 
